
Promising Practice: Support for Communication 
TA Support Resource 

Key Points: Support for Communication 
● Adults are responsive to child-initiated communication 
● Adults use scaffolding strategies to encourage and facilitate social communication 
● Adults use alternative means of communication to facilitate communication 
● Adults use intentional strategies to encourage and facilitate oral language development 
● Adults use visual supports, books, and classroom resources to support social communication 

 
Best Practices 
All adults in the classroom actively promote social communication with children using a variety of scaffolding strategies including alternative means of 
communication (e.g., assistive communication devices, sign language, pictures, etc.). Adults intentionally use alternative means of communication to 
enable children to communicate and participate fully within classroom activities with peers. Adults intentionally plan for the use of communication 
supports in order to allow children to participate in all aspects of the day (e.g., during routines, playtime, large and small group activities, etc.). These 
communication systems and supports can be both high and low tech, but they are embedded throughout a child’s day and accessed as needed. 
 
Look For….. 

● Adults who adjust their communication strategies to meet the needs of individual children 
● Specific communication strategies that are embedded throughout the day to promote children’s oral language skills 
● Adults use communication strategies that actively encourage and facilitate social communication with and among children 
● Adults use materials that support social communication (e.g., social stories, visuals of social communication behaviors) when needed. 
● Communication strategies are used on a regular basis and tailored to the individual needs of the child. 

Repetition 
Response Prompting 
Modeling 
Descriptive Commenting 
Expanding 
Asking open-ended questions 

• The availability and use of alternative communication systems (e.g., pictures, symbols, gestures, sign language, assistive communication 
devices) 

 
Guiding Questions for Team Discussion 

● Do you intentionally use strategies to support communication in your classroom? 
● How do you choose which strategy would best meet the individual needs of a child? 
● What is social communication and how can you support the development of those skills within your children? 
● What are some specific examples or ways you have supported the development of a child’s social communication skills? 



Self-Check 
✓ Do I intentionally use instructional strategies throughout the day to support communication? If yes, how? 
✓ Do I adjust my communication to meet the individual developmental levels of children? 
✓ If a child requires assistive technology to support their communication, am I comfortable using it and do I know where to get support? 
✓ Do I arrange the environment, provide activities and implement strategies to promote and support social communication? 
✓ Do I respond and extend children’s communication by asking questions and making comments? 

 
 
 

  



Resources to Support 
 
Checklists 
WATI Assistive Technology Assessment Considerations Checklist 

 
Books/Articles 
Book: PEAT’s Suite 
Article: D.E.S.K. (Designing Environments for Successful Kids) 
Article: 10 Ways to promote communication with Infants and Toddlers 

 
Websites 
Assistive Technology Network 
CDC Developmental Milestones (communication) 

 
Video Clips/Modules/Webinars 
Module: Engaging Children in Meaningful Conversations 
Module: Dual Language Learners with Disabilities Supporting Young Children  
Module: CONNECT Assistive Technology 
Training Package: Asking Questions  
Training Package: Scaffolding 

 
 
 

 
Additional Information and Next Steps 

• What areas of strength are present in the current classroom relating to this practice? 
• What additional support or resources are needed for professional learning and growth with this practice?  
• What are the goals or next steps that want to be pursued with this practice?
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http://www.wati.org/free-publications/assistive-technology-consideration-to-assessment/
https://www.decdocs.org/peats-suite-service-provider
http://www.wati.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/DESKDec08.pdf
http://mtbt.fpg.unc.edu/more-baby-talk/10-ways-promote-language-and-communication-skills-infants-and-toddlers
https://atnetwork.ttaconline.org/home
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html
http://resourcesforearlylearning.org/educators/module/20/7/19/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/dll/#content
https://www.connectmodules.dec-sped.org/connect-modules/learners/module-5/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/asking-questions
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/video/scaffolding-childrens-learning

